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WHO/European Commission Project:
“Improving access to medical products in 
developing countries through building capacity 
for local production and related technology 
transfer”

• Phase I - Identified main trends and barriers to 
local production of pharmaceuticals, vaccines 
and diagnostics. Published 8 reports. (2009-
2011)

• Phase II - Activities to promote greater policy 
coherence between government policies that 
affect local production and manufacturing in 
order to improve access. (2012-2014)



Framework for Local Production for 
Improving Access

INDUSTRIAL 
POLICY

• Competitive
• Reliable
• Innovative
• Productive
• Responsible
• Strategic

HEALTH 
POLICY

• Access 
(Availability
Affordable)

• Quality
• Supply
• Rational Use

SHARED GOALS HEALTH 
+ INDUSTRY

•Strategic selection of 
essential medical products
•Pricing of local products 

that governments & 
people    can afford.
•Strict compliance to 
quality standards 
•Effective NRAs.
•Health security
•Innovation.

Government 
Support

Direct support to 
reduce the cost of 
manufacture

Indirect support of 
local production for 
improving access
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Phase II - Promote and support public 
health oriented local  production in 

developing countries

1. Policy analysis for policy coherence

2. Global resources on local production, technology 
transfer and access to medical products

3. Advocacy for local production for improving access

4. Capacity building and technical assistance for loc al 
production in selected countries

5. Pilot countries in Africa: Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Nigeria and Tanzania
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Phase II activities

Activity 1 - Improving access to medicines in developing 
countries through technology transfer related to medical 
products and local production: Policy analysis and policy 
coherence.
Activity 2 – Intellectual Property-related issues in the 
context of local production in developing countries.
Activity 3 - Development of a method to measure the link 
between domestic production of medicines and access to 
medicines.
Activity 4 - Proposal for country case study of policies and 
practices on local production of medicines, vaccines and 
diagnostics (Brazil and Cuba).
Activity 5 - Web-based global resource on local production.
Activity 6 – Global Advisory Committee.
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Phase II activities

Activity 7 – Advocacy for local production for improving 
access.
Activity 8 – Improve access to selected essential 
medicines. 
Activity 9 – Develop a policy framework and strategic plan 
for improving access to diagnostics.
Activity 10 – Local production of vaccines and related 
biologicals in low income countries.
Activity 11 - Improving access to safe blood products in 
low and middle income countries through local production 
and transfer of technology in blood establishments.
Activity 12 – Local Production and Technology Transfer of 
medical devices in developing countries. 


